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Syanpels of Preceding, Claplers,

| thirty years ngo,!’ he exclnimed,
tichard Par-
wits
the praetice

Dlive I'urln-‘-nh-l._h--i:nu L the VOITE do rush wyway,

:ﬁ::::'\'"' :'l"‘l]r::"'r"r::'wll“' ':“j":l] R o menter, If that's your father
T : clerk with me, 1 hadn't

v from Ames 11 pmot together aflecward; bat

the marriage be hastone

that h

Jeetlon is made, 1Yt Lady Belborough

tnkes necasion to insult the

rebuked iy
h

elel fnnd s
Belbor-

her husband,

Tha widd i B

I forbded the banns!™

Parmenter falls dend from the shock, out=ide the offies, I think"
and it s later discovered thi h_l:' will | 00 von ever hear the name of a
has boen gtolen, thias leaving llH\'.' L Alereldew? asked Ollve, S
niless e ikt In blnek subsiant|- | (s i - O LT S
ates her clndm to be the wilow of - BlosgimyEEo il foticoureasiydidy
ory Parmenter, ||'|-|n--1uhr‘r it woell They told me he
Mepridow, tul Pwas mlxed ap with s woman of that
¥y estate, | naie,  Denr maet I haven't thoughe of
tHABLE | that name for nearly ehirty years., But|
AUNpEcis  Alert | S it |
my memory’s gtlll pretty good when
ve writes to her Inver eaving that It's shed up a bit,  She wos an |
i must Nl mest nghing but he we- actro. or something,” and he paused
cures an Ir]ulnr\'l--n- o Mr, Ciosoment's and nodded Dhiis hera reminlseently,
office; In which ha valnly ur her o SShe elnlmes that He arrind her, Mr
marry him In splte of all.  Finally she i -.i SRR Sprlact I == i
nere to enme oo hlin owhe tha: mys- % ‘i |
tery Is clenrad tp, and starie on o fonrs | Al 1 don't know any-|
ney of Investigation. O the tealn she | thing ahout that, Well, money lLegan
ie attacked and robbed by o man dis- | to be migsed from wie office, and as
Bulsed ax aowoman, anll eniy by noruee | parmenter kept the books and acted
prevents m from throwlng her out of A enshiet I t aturally
Wheir compariment, as  vasiiet, Pt 1111 S | alturally, sus-
poected  him; and a nunither of 1ittle
Chapter XIUIL—Continued. things were brought up to my notice,
I of which tenided to increase that
“I am the Hop. John Fonwick, {he isplelon. 1 spoke to him, and he
ean of Lord FBeilboarougly!  explained | dended 1 but 1 didn’t guits bolleve
Jack, him, although L couldn't quite get hold

“Some terrible mistake, or worse,
teo this

{i]

has been made in regorid

whom I know perfectly well. | henr that hie was golng to moarry that
me they are taking her to | woman, Merrldew; of course [ did.
asvium, and ghe iz about the st | Pur tolil me and hinted that Par-
the lot of us!'" menter was spending a lot of money

1 cannot kesp the traln waltlng™ hier.  Purvis was an infernal ras-

was the reply.

“Then we'll all get out, and the mpts |

ter can be seltled.  But if they sty in, ] o
1 stay, and the thing can he gono Into

I, or somao

! anything.

wn erimes.”

such

Wait,

namne,

Wi

it

Yes,

thiree nr four clerks; and two at ]t.-.'\Htl
Lol them were rageala, Not your father,
Purvis und o rellow named I.'II;—.'
Wall,
sfathier got under the mfluence of theds
two, amd into some very bad company

1, and wiais dellberately polsoning my
1d all the thne in order to cover his

lio paused a moment o think.

hetwe

meant a good deal to

en

ot o 2
atitheinext stop I | then came the trouhle,
T tn oty odeclired the [ wos missing
doctor furlously, A : ry
“Loremember now," sald the stalion oo sawn” 1y
master, I telegraphed {0 vou two diave e In those d

ago at this young lady's regquest at Bel-
borough Castle.'

“T had no telegram.
don.'”

I was in Lon- i

unless the

ny8,

I carpeted
1y, and swore I would prosecuts the
money was returned.
remember Parmenter

A blg amount
aned
{hundred pounds—and I had to put my

twao

every-

|
i
{
|

“How
n

1 hnd

vour

I did

*Yes,

three

11

was out at Lhni
that 1

"ot o = o ey | time, and  Purvis aukgested
rcp;l.\'.l ‘[:?'ETI‘:\ 'ii:l ;?;J..?:.ﬂtx_lul‘?\l-' ru‘.‘.l"r.:-li'r should at ones search all the clerks'
train, doctor, if all 1§ right.” desks. 1did It, and found some pwenty
UThat's al]l 1 want” said Jaelk, and (2F Lhirty pounds 1!1'1[1!‘(‘i11r'c[ In Parmen-
when the others had alighted he fol- | or S Heca in Just then and turned
lowed. ; as white as o shest when he saw me
They went intn the wiiting room, |50 115 desk, and I tdek him at once
and Lhen the doctor explained {o Jael | 08 the ”“f‘f- Of ecourse 1 did. You
what had been done, and that Sir An-| o0 M 10oked as biack as possible.
thony Browlck had certifieq with him-| o HE 117" e asked With a sugges-
Belf, tion of apology to Olive,
“Oh, that's rot!' sald Jack. “2ip An- 2 go on, Mr, Hingrose," eried
thony is an old friend of miy fatiicrs Olive, pale and verye.exeitaed,
and is now ot Belbornugl : 2o he  frightened, child,  Your
“That Iz father had nothing o do with It. Tt

t possible, &

At that ko lost the remnant of his
temper. “'Ldok here, If you glve me the
lie-on a matter of fact, 11 throw
through the window, Youwps either a
tool or have nitde 1l of;
¥ou are an unpring e scoundral wnd
deserve all that {5 coming to you., Wire
to Slr Anthony to his London house and
ask him If he was In Shefficld yester-
day."

It wa=n happy suggestlon, and wien | Pefore the magistrates.  Ha tried ali
the doctor, who was now rather fripght-| B2t day to find out the truth, and
ened, went oul to telegraph, Olive de-| S8mMe to me in theé evening to 'say he
scribed to ber lover all that hod p b, | hed falled,  He could not prove his in-

The recitnl tohim In g - Bocence and hegged for time, saying
ous pa 1 out of .| B would repay the money If hoe could
Larkhall,” he . n the| Mot find the thlef. I was hard: 1
doctor returned, * blg tg | B0W that afterward, T snid I should
Keep: my | hang aflf v It | |'u.-;|>"1'1'1.\' for a warranz In Lhe morning.
truth. “And now.” he added to Olive, |2 140’ and don't think 1 oyver should

when the doctor had zone,
& solicitor in thi
Hea saw the station®naster, and hov-

ing told him o= much o8 w e | Amosure hoe was fnnocent, He wag put heart | Robson's house in Chelsea, )
asked him for the name of o lawyer, | H1e Very soul of honor,' declored Olive, Iag\vax-'sr, that she wae virtually inoa Three days later Jack brought Mrs. ,1".", ery appeared L‘o come rr:rc-:rr}ha
He mentioned Mr. Bingrose; and with-| ), I know (hat now. It was thae| Ferent to the other rallure. Taunton to see her, and ihat cleyer |iealy leart and touched Ollve. 2
ont telling Olve the pame, Joek rangl’ al, Purvis, all the tlme. He poh~|  11er dmpliclt faith in his honor had|lif1le lady succeeded:Iln making a most | glrl seemedfto be niwusl as lonely as
the lawyer up on the telephone and got | Med me il deft; and at last, been splendidly vindicated; and b WeS lfavorable |hpresslon upon Olive, Shae sho I”erself falt. Ave you alone,
Iim to rome ol ones 'when 1 him, It all eame with a lght heart that she sel td worl viis Intensely sympathetic, .most tactful uu_:n: she asked, . I
When Olive as coming | @ut and He “,m; Y tu cdisprove the story of that old mar 1 imn!\‘lnp{ ||m" absolute ngreement “l am alone in t:hc world,' was the
she was 1Lt Mr. Ring. | clever © gt inte gail:| P88 on the teuth of falsehood of iy Oijve's resnlve to devete her 1ite to | deselato  reply.  “1 only came over
rose - did Ant resoen] {and the last I heard of him was thae| Yhieh her good namae gnd her plght 10| (o sk, and urged her 10 come to 1ive from Chlcago 2 .\\r?‘elc or two ago, I
proved to 1 Wi | He got eaught agnin and sentenced to| e fathor's mlillons dependec. LT at lengtluntil ahe’ had, beei was In jall there,
man wha v Sltwenty years' penac servioude,  And | CHAFTER X1V, PR It‘ilhﬂ.i" b ! Olive was startied and looked at her
Lers, A e n. | e deserved every minute af [t ‘:""l‘i An Adventore in London. Sy .“'H.I u\'.,-“n a dittle .whlln pl e ('I?Hetlgl': |‘In Jri}," ehe egphoed. For
don specialls | futher's only fault was - = ] o1 R : = LLAL Whatt? 2
S e ; !lt'-..|. ety Eetting ".m'm : am. more '.nu:uif.n’f Lh.“.n eyer ‘-l_"f_l.- deelsion, although sha was very “If I was to tell you, you wouldn't
Then g : S Al ot You know, ho {L IH all n :’n]anlmml, declored . Olive | near consenting, a8 8he confessed to/| halteve me, No one ever holleves ma,
¥ M Rin Polmp o wear two afterward, | to her two champlons, speaking of the! Jjae - Al . VR e o
Jeriw Tl nrotesting his innacence: and. he m-r‘nt allaged :nurrlng\! ho!.\\'eTen h”f Sy .14:':{ t““t\.t. Mrd. "I‘m_mt?n 1]-‘1!:(11:3.1(:'\'«- I'm Just n sort of no'—a_;.:munt hrom th:;:
very CRIEN e L ne the full swmn thil had been tak and Mrs, Meryldew. s | -.n »ou she's rE‘? B" . : 'u ought Em\'ar to ‘hmn 1'19(111. f}f:‘::r :
should spend lig hopse | And on threas separile ocoasions nfte Bul in this she waz doomed to o !. ot b |!ﬁ|*]nrg_t1. J;'[“-mj s:";], .\'m! w“? I'_m Eislrm“'lm;.i!;{ hl;t :‘ nu‘-h“’: "
and that AMe, ( Wb whend | ward 1 sent me o ke amount.  ppbitter disappolntment. '“- pule Ak aher iy PRtiE 5nu‘ ]m:{:“t tlE“DI'I.IL ! Illjr rlu': d 1y =
Lo GG A A0 Wi i Feeled avery menns in my power to o THe EwWo s i tharsas (1o ithe mm.]_mm;luul although she wns so emphatle H"lnll me, 'hl\illi Olm. 1( n :ln iy
* LEehing to/ Ehe truth 1o hlm BuLEoota ot S aatl Ward eantana lht‘\? PRI EBERE h";:nmul your going Pn_\vlth this busl- n L lnughad| :11:1115,";1 ﬂqa : qa i
b I five Toraite |! fowas 4 T f e S e Y ness, she (s heartjand soul In favor | of utter ﬂ:-.sol.nl_lnn hot 1 row a slg
i iy 3 | et s persons of comparatively humbla posi-| e ol S hanaver 1 gee | from  Olive, | “Oh, T was just getting
Ith' Thr, Indesd, you liad heen sue-| oo, but of ungquestionable rospect-| ying y, d
latter professed the gr ; it o 1T 7 1108 ISDECE 1 ehe delves dt into me that {t Is | wise to their plans, so they had ma
I 1 BT | eried ive, with tears In her nbillty. ey rememhbered the o A e . jalied, while they clenred I wns ‘up
ness o do all Lo caurd 1o het 3 an kure his lust dave were|mony: they lad recognlzed: Mrs. Mers| lie only right thing for us, The s ] AT R 0 R X
‘L]'IK..H\:I[{{'I'\'-'- rlghvs but Juek eonty =i|8 by thal oid arffal And |'I|1|‘;\-, atul when a  portrait :1.' :\Ir.|""r would hinve a fit o Bl k“ﬁ“.'.'. ‘llf‘.!(',lu';:q” it was mmn{ar ghina o'f'tlm
vously it Bim, anout his hug slBehe okl hlm o what had poarasq during | Parmenter was shown to them, both | But Ollye shook rher  head ot sama Bort to-day (m}‘\- that tlme in
With the ourt ‘remiucer that no e | thie wiele betore hee fatlivr's doath. ugreed thatl, allowing for the wopes| U0HD Dhive done whabdina o baidane, Chicagd Lhey I)!:ﬁl!lt‘l‘ “the goods on
wera needed, and that he had already | UT6 wWis not my faine that Le dld nog | which hail olupsed. between  the map- | S0 she sald, ) ; Y ;l;t \\-us'}dnucr O,
done more thisn enougn mischief, | know, any’ dear chlid, I assure vou | rlage and the daota whicn tha p]\om-l Hhe wak n lttle inelined to despnir ..'] don't undarstand all you say,” an-
Mr, Casement arcived the next morn- | And o8 for the meney i [ e TR . s Mlepness of At ks point,  She had never had any i AL Y . i
¥ b L always | graph was tnleen, it was the 1keness of T ) i swered Ollve und  peghape you had
Ing, and while he ang Jock Were hunt- | 18in aside rendy 10! bo yort ; \ ; ity ] ALt m it ldens of whit she | 8WVERed 5 ! ket iy
g up the peopla wno had L 1 uld 1 'r||| i i SAINUR I IR WIS hRdmatEla. o 1d. da | |]_uuu L s tlio duys | POLter HOLRIElLAMARNI LD ERs
S 1 Rt T Wil besen con ol e nd ninm.  Now h The  reglelrage v et aedL da L iandon Big dny 8k : it )
eerned In the consplracy agalnst Oy gonw, it 15 vo Fay ,-.-»t]“” L b -jf’h‘“ l.t." t “.n AN LD tm_""_'t' LR J s dant'nofl i FIRg L piplhad lavge vank (UGt eyen,)
i} : i i SOULRINECOUrsE, the mairiage wis dead, bhut the signa-| MsEed and she cgul N ! mnd ‘ahe' turned them now  an' Olive
;s::l:sl::llh:lIﬂ‘i--IJLlllj'I]glli‘(:;(: t'-" SE AR |I“":| "F“" i‘-rm;:‘ |“1. his inmocence fs the|turs 10 the books was certainly cthal op| conld not even' form &, coher y I with ' ' feabla ‘axpression. ‘Rackon
0. 5 sther s conpeclion | Beslk news WNe heard for ol Clbvats f el v M psemeat of what oL 1, ur'now she wan | it ¥
With the firm,  “L don't remember the | doy dectored Onve ,nlu“l]ll. ‘!T,[:‘:"\, ,]I Ni,“\] lan ,l|M,“l...] I.‘\l:"( ;\I“ (.h‘:.‘lm;l'”,! 10 B4 -.;:.I,]:.lI'ﬂl.ill.llg‘.-pag warlk—she ho- ’”“"". nhnut\s!w:‘-rml :f‘ttmn % nb:t.h B:’:;
nama " o salds “Perhaps e fa Land Wheh A |-<!T.-. .1“ 'f' rr I.-If-'l.”un. Fo e fir t wvary diffienit to, keep Lol pEa bR fe ey
Ly He hus retired from the j'jrm_i'.ﬂ:'hlli:' HIOPY 10O Jln'i.& u||.|ll\[l:-“'{-Ikt,‘:ll:!lpn.'l.‘ll :‘m:“rl;‘_ l.lllr],lhl:glflrh,le' Ollve! ¢ .n.'-::-‘ll:lllar:lzlnr;“l st it : “f“”’" l‘.Duan‘illH ‘Chlcflgl:{l_ tl.l,l‘:::.]aynl?‘?l
We will gooand agk him. Mr, Cages | mont, her heart wag ||l-;||lu1: |Ihm.l-z;1 mented Mr, l'f‘\:l"lill‘l]l:'I"lll.ll a'l'llu 1-<(\|1hli .'~‘Im!\\'|wl dnzed l.~|y the hewlldering 'I-"l-\lu:_? w'hlL nr}:-'l:illlu‘!lf' 7
ment hud told ape del of your very | R0y tme sinee her mther's death ot Nnd hulf p dozen peaple In ' the|bigness of Lopd o falt hep lone- | “MNf A0S, MvaT! asked Ollve, In-
{Bad story, Misk Paramenters and (r01] . They Bid onot st 5 : ( nd hulf @ dozen penple In Cthe | higness of Lopdon; 3t : K How do you Uya?! askad i
can do anything to neip ins e e lt-...ulu.l I thelr | whole  Kingdom to belleve that that| lhess  keenly, ol (W5 I|I;1|II|t‘Mbl\E_-‘1?~- terestod in spite of hevnelfy
MWEANS  CONMANG e he Is-"l.ir! .\w‘i;_y ':\h-.q. ilr-n-li-l--\-.-l 'Illlll.u-HI -!ml(!- :I||l|-ll'\'l:!wt.‘|1 ll:.‘l\l'!‘lugn did- nat "L_nlua ]\Illll'f’." S i.\n-l alrong. a5 Was I!.ﬂl'i ||11li_r110:_iﬂu_1}|:_ft-' "111‘\:1‘:“11 Ldan't Hve, J_.ust o 'I‘h;t';t%_
Kindly, J f with o stolid front, pr Al ot them know ot onet sald Ollve. #L will/Inabllity ‘1o maka mny delnd of SHEE G e, Never had o chuneo to 1iye 0
The 6ld man remoembersd (L {mimns i cpratesting that she | ne hellove 16" toward the end in vlew dlamayed herdd that 1'm such a blg fool ‘as L look,

dlately. “Iv {s that e1d Purvis affuir,
ha sald) Yo, enn Eo back to
1he office and 'L terr Miss Parmentar
all about {1 am only too glad Lo
havs Lhe chunee' he uddéd to Olye,

ality

and
L money, 1
oy

AW |;-=\'|-i]]"

|y

ily my mistake and Purvis's ras-

“Oh, thank IHeaven for that!"

armenler
ving ihat
had lette
to 8

ns |
Eaye

el i h

hin

knew

In regard 1o
MHemeimher

her hilstory,

shio deelired

him

Im n

protestod

Loagnin'

Cillye,

that I knnw nothing oy
BOW hor or Jienpl
o her until my areivar at Belhorough,!

I nn

wath

*Bless my soul, it must be twenty op dnneeence, "I Loung
L

an

his

iy
hisp

to

innoncence,
his fright was Lecause
tn his desk he did not
2. I dldn't belleve him;
couldn't afford lnza
¢ the choice of ro-
g what he had taken or of going

todonn; becanse 1T 1ked and really
L Botlom.

nothing of what hod boen done

of
in

But' L

the

nt the statlon hore cad befriended her,
For aught I know to the contrary,
the old woman, Tlsley, wan telllng tho
truth, and when the doctors certified
that sho was Ingane, whiat could 1 do?
Bring the woman here and the rest of

the peaple? T suppewse o laswyer Hika
Mre. Mathers ean be fouml epsily, and |
they will only benr out whot T 8oy,

L wigh now I had let the thing talke [ta
course,'t

“You will wish that often enpugh
Before you have henrd the last of It
maodam,” snld  Jack, furlously. But
Mr. Cagement gquieted him,

“The matter will of coursa hs thop-
oughly investigated,~ he eald.  “Thore
In the serlous point as to the false
telegrams, and the bhogus spaciallst.!

1 ecan only say thot I will do all in
my power to assist you,' was Lhe reply

spoken with unruffled calmness, ‘I
was campletely decelved.”
And despite his wimost efforts, Mr.

Casement could do nwo more. The sup-
posed lawyer, tha hogus specialist—by
whom Dr. Larkhall had heen entirely
hoodwinked and the woman, Tlsley,
and even the people who had reprs-
sented  themaclves ng  running the
lodglng  hiouge, had disappeared and
cottld not be traced;

That [t had ‘a'l bean coneocted hy
Mra, Merrldew, neltlier Jack nor the
lewyer hind the least doubt. She had
known Olive wng coming to Shofii. ..
and had made her preparations avell
In advance. But it had all been dane
g0 cleverly that her part In It had heen
completely hidden, and when the others
wore eplrited away there was ahso-
lutely no proof of ber handiwork.

They had, therafore, o accapt de-
feat for the time, leaving the affalr
1o the handg of Mr. Kingrose. Nor was
there any hetter result In regard to
the attack In the rallway earriage.
The railway anuthoritles did thelr ‘ut-
most to find the man, but without

i

|

result; and the case was added to the

" Or the Parmenter Millions
(Copyright, 1907, by Arthur W. Marchmont) el

By ARTHUR W. MARCHMONT,
Author of * By Right of Sword,” * When I Was Czar,” Ete,

daarep bul I won't buoy yYou up withi
talze hopes't,
“Nothing awill ddlscourpge  me'' re.i

plied Ollve, 1 ir my fnetincts, ‘\“‘]i
I om ns regolyed ns ever to g0 on with
my taslke until 1 know the teuth” sheq
added, confldently.

In this mogd they roturned Orst to
Frampton; Oljve having announcel her
determination to go to London.

Bath men attempled to dldsunda her
from this, Jack urglng her ngnin and
agaln to marry him.

Think nf the danger yoi have gl-
roady rin,'' He s=ald "It 18 not sufe
for ¥ou ta thihk of attempting all this
alone.'” y

“I' don't care whaot the danger is,
Jack:

1 wlll nat he frightened aff,
Beuldes, T have had o lesson. I Know
something of the people I am pltted

agalnst  now, and shall he cautious,
But i T am to lose pven my 1lfe, T wil)
nol glve up, 1 shall take eare that
they do not ‘know where I am to be
found.  But T shali go 1o London; T'd
£0 to the end of the world If neces-;
=aryy but glve up, 1 w11l not.” %

“I'm in town: that's one blessing"
he mald,  YBut where shall you live?!

Abput that Mr. Uasement had A Bug-
geatlon, YA young frland of mine
named Rohson, egan of mn old ellent,
fell in love with a detectiva’s 1ife, and|
Is mow an Inspector. He has a dear
Hittla wlife, and If you cure to o to
him, not only wauld, you he perfectly
sife. but he Is a shrewd fellow, nnd
might help you.”

“Walt A minute!” oried Jack., “Why
not go to Mrs. Taunton in such an
omergeney?  She woull be delighted

to have you, Ollve”

But Olive replied she would rather
sen something of Mrs. Taunton before
moing to stay at her house, and da-
clded, therefore, to accept Mr. Caso-
ment'a suggzestion, A diay or eo suf-

ficed to make the necossary nrrange-

I

N\

windows of one of tha big shops.

Then to her amazement, she saw
him thrust his hand Into the pochket
of o rlehly-gowned woman, takse out
o nirse and slip awny with It

Thae theft was Instantly dlscovared
and the Indy, turning round aquickly,
aceygod & girl who was standing be-
hind her of having picked her pocket,
The girl, pale and thin and delicate
looking, protested her Innocence and
hagan to s8ob bitterly. A policeman was
#oon on the spot and In & moment the
glrl weas In custody.

Taking rfre at thid flagrant Injus-
tice, Ollve stepped forward and ex=
plained that she had seen tha whole
thing; that the girl had kad nothing
to do with the theft, which had been
committad: by o man who had run off,

THe constable was elther n fool, or
wishful to mnke a charge, however,
and told OMve to be oft about her
business. A eecond constable came
up, and when the matter was told 1o
him, he necepted his fellow's story
and added to it that he knaw Ollye well
hy sight and had often suspected her
of pocket pleking.

Shp peraiated {n her story, nonoe the
lesa for this, and in the and the second
constabla deelared he would arrest
her as well. Bolllng with anger and
Indignation, she was marched off to
the statlon In company with tha girl
whoge violent s=obbing drew general
attention to them hath.

At the station, just as the girl, who
gave the name of Selma Hemmond,
was abolit to bha charged, Inspeclor
Robson entersd. Tt was a most forti-
nate chance. Olive told him what had
happened, and after 4 very short de-
lay, the two girle wwre released and
tlie eonstables severely reprimanded.

Selma Hammond was a tall, sight,
rather delleate looking girl and shed
tears of gratitude as she thanked

“T will glve youn one wmore chance: of coniradietlng  your story,” he anlil.

number of undlscovered rallway mys.
teries.

The knowledge that her fathe

of crime such into  Ollve,

YAnd I know another! declared dack,
fAnd here he gtands. 1 onever, believo
those Merrldews haven't fakea\ Il some-
how.'" :

o G

Inju 1

dence," wis the lawyeris, mply.

|
|

name was cleared froni the old charge |don and saw her installed in Inspector

|nan|ttlru1 wis attragted byl tha sins
aceustomed  to wilgh  ovis |l gylar pehaviop of g woll-deessad i
UL o
trouble huve ne wish to dlécourage you, my I::l‘u'."'d of laoies  cluatered about: the

| wa

ments, and Jack, on the plen that sha
not Lo be (rusted to travel alono
in the future, went with her to Lon-

She was In,one of theso "“_1['}""""1-':"'
spondent. monds one.aflernooniwalking
almlossly {n Oxford Street, When hor

Ollve,

J'How brave you.are. T could not
have dona 1t. I should have run away,
How can Isever thank you? Oh, how
I wish you wera my friend!"-

Rty Juek’s panned outl, Never, hagl
thirty ‘cants' worthoall my e 0
S helf an Awerican,’ Bald Olive,
ridhior at jo loss whabito [say,
o donlt say. Ouesawe'll shake

witk pushing  midely among . A

an Lhet!' cand  theps wis mora clifte

bafore, as wshe thrust out her hand
and gripped Ollye's. “My; but where
were you ralsedi"

MI was horn in Houth Amerlca; my
mother ' came orlginally from ' the
United Btates—>Mlssourl.'

“My, but that's great!
but I'm just real glad”
"My father wrs English,” continued
Ollye, secing that her companion was
interestad enough (o forget her own
troubles for the moment. ""He mar-
rled my mother (0 the Argentine and
had enttle nnd land and things."
“And mada A plla, T gioss,
heard it's & wonderful place.’
*Yes, he was rlch’

SBakes allve,

've
f

‘“You don't say. And do you rich
glrls on this elda go about hlons 1ike
thia?" .

“I am not rich now;" and as they
walked, Ollve went on to speak of the
old 1ifs in tha Argentin® and present-
Iy of her school life In Parls and Fng-
land, and then ofgthe time at Ellvap-

beech, not mentioning any names,
however.
|'How old are you?" nsked Selma.
(5
“Nearly twenty-one."

“So am T} but sakes alive, what a
difterant life I've had;" and the weak
blus eyea clouded ngain. “Would you
care to hear 1t? Aly room i closa

hera, Wil you come and ses? We
can talk hetter there than in  the
street.”

Not paying mueh heéd to the diree-
tion In which they were golng, Olive
and her companion had crossed Ox-
ford Btreet, passed along Totlenham
Court Hond, and were now closa to
Mornington Crescent in the Hamp-
strad Road.

Her companion stopped at one of the
houses in & very qulet gtreet, and ro-

peated the Invitation,
Olive  hesitated ahout acespting.
Her landiord, Inspector ® Robson, had

warned her dbout the dangers of Lon-
don, and her first inclination was to
refuse, But Selmn Interested hor
deeply, and her instincts assured her
that thers waa no harm In her; =so
sha changed har mind and entered
the house,

Afterwards she often reealled that
mamentary hesitation, and when think-
Ing over all the momentous resnits
that followed from the visit, speculnted
curiously about the differencs It would
have mads in her lifa had sha not
conquered that first disinellnation.

They went up to tha front reom on
the second floer—a bed-sitting-room,
In the language of’lodging-housekeep-
grs. It was Scrupulously clean and
tidy, plainly furnished with the ugliest
of furniture, and almost abselutely
devold of ornaments. A small tray
with tee was ready on the table in tha
window, and clnse to It, swept out of
the way to make room for tha tray,
wers o couple of photographs in cheap
gllt' frumes.

“Better than Chleago, anyway,” . sald

Selma, noting Olive’'s glance around,
“But I reckon they ought to go ona
boetter still.  Guess they'll have Lo,

too,'" she added as she threw her hat
on the bed. “I'm gettlng wise again
on this slde, you see’”

Olive sat down ot the table, *'Why,
you're quite English, Afternoon ta.”

+1 Kind of cotton to it. - Guess 111
nsk Mrs. Bralder for another cup.
She's the boss here and she rose to
call: to the landledy. X

“May I ook at (these?’ asked Ollve,
taking up the photographs,

Y1 paess you may that.  They'll
come jn the story,” wes the reply as
she went out of the room.

Dlive pleked them up and glanced
Idly at tho first one, ‘Then s=he started
viplenily and uttered an involuntary
LY ne
gIr. wasg a- lkeness of Gilbert Merrl-
daw. i’

In a fever of sudden excltement she
snatched up the other, It was ths facs
af Mrs. Merridew.

In sudden fear she rome, feeling the
color had left her cheeks.

Had she fallen into another trap?

She turned to hurry from the room
at once, and then Selma Hammond
came back, shutting the door behind
her. .

‘Lot me go. Let me go at once!
cried Olive, wildly, facing her com-
panion, who stood blocking her escape

CHAPTER XV.

A Startling DMacovery,

Selmn Hammond stood haolding  the
door of her room and staring in hlank
amazement at Ollve ‘until i her weal
eyes dropped and slgnaled alarm. Then
she turned and threw open the door.

“Salkes allve, what has skeared you?
Course you can go |f you have a mind.”

But when the way Wwas thus made
freg far her, Oliva began to he ashamed
of " her sudden panie. The desire to
letrn  what c¢onnection there cauld he
between this girl and the Merridews
took the nlaco of fear, end sha hesi-
toted.

‘‘Phosa photegraphsa!. What ara they
to you?' ahe msked, eagerly.

UHay, you don't mean you' know
either of them?'! cried Selima in unmis-
tnkably (genulne natonlshment and cu-
riosity. i

On the [nstant Ollve decldad that sha
was sincere,  “Who are they?"

SWhy, they just rajsed me, sure,
eall her: nuntle, but I don't know
whather ahe 18 that or not, The man's
her son, Gllbert, when he isn't' Gideon
Mawford, About as. big a tough as
aver sWipped from the pollea of Chi-
pago, U tell wou, If you llké; but
dan't you ebay 1f youw'd rather hop.'!

wiel]l me. T helped you to-day. Tall
1'|-|er‘,'-_|(nnid JOlivaivaxoltedly. .
“mhe womansnt o tha house brought In
the tea gnd the “ipterval gave Olive
thine: to recover self-pogsassion.

o1 don't know who my father wag,
and nover ltnew my mother, elther,!
sall Selma, as shae boured out & cup af
ten and, hended ftoto Olbve,  MAlll 1
know Is that esuntle ralsed me, and
rnlged me renl hard, too, Sha wee on
ljeistage, and @ heauty gt that, 'l can
tall yow.  But say, who are you, any-
wayt E [\Iﬂidll'i “{}Fh your nama’ ot the
pollde” st s
MY
those ‘LW
wrong, D
yathar not!

1

YWl

s {8 Ollve Parmenter, and
haya done. ma p grluvpu_a
L tell nio moythinglit yould

in t!ae fshy eycs t_]u\n' ptoany tme

If avas the ather's turn now o) e
exeited, (Ulterlng  hor rgvorits exvlas

matlon, she nearly let her cup fall Im
astonlshment,

“Sokes allve! You don't say! Why,
you're the Miss he came over to mar=
‘ry! If he Knew we'd met, ha wauldn’t
fay a thing! My!" ‘sho coried. “Should
think I would tell you! And after what
you did for me to-day, too."

After some moments out came hor
story. She hdd bheen brought up by
Mrs, Merrldew as a dridge; put lo do
il ‘the housshold work, with kloks,
blowa, and abise ad hel only payment,
thrust intoa thousand temptations, and
nt iast, when the rest ware forced to
lenve the Biantes, put {nto prison on &
false charge of theft.

Olive's blood bolled as she llstened
to the recital. A p
- “But I'm geiting some of my own
backd' eontinued Selma. “I told you I
wns geotting wise to their plans; and
I'll tell you. He waes the head of =
hunch of erooks—thiaves, you know—
but sweil thieves—and had to skip.
That was when ha cama over to finid
and marry you. I don't “know the
whaole of that gameo; but it was crooked,
you bet. When T came out of prison
I heard he had eomo ovepr to this slde,
and one-of the gang they had hested
puit up ennugh money for me to fol-
low, and tald me. where to find gome of
the bunche T rounded Lhem up, all
right, all rlght: and then bluffed them
Into aking care of me." 3

“Do  you really mean that Gllbert
Merrldew s n thief?" cried Olive.

"You nsk any police captain In Chi-
capgo. About as warm stuff as any
crook. Why, the gung I8 operating
here In London. There's a Mme, Bon-
court at the head with him. She's a
ewell head, sure. Daoea the soclety play
somewhers in London; spreads herseif
with a big eplash; but a crook Hke the
rest, sure, There's n hig schema on
now ahout some papere in which soma
nne¢ in your Forelgn Bureau, or what-
ever [t 18 called, Iu Involved.™

*fhe Forelgn Office, do you mean?'*
cried Ollve, eagerly. Bhe was now in-
tensely execited. Do you know the
name? Wnaa itk Fellowes?™ .

*I don't know: but [ can find It all
out; I shoulid like to do It for you, be=
causs I'd Jikea to see you again,'” sha
sild very simply. Guess you're about
the only soul in this hig eity of yours
I'd cars to, elther.”

For a momant Olive hesitated whetli=
er to tell the whole story of the Mer-
ridews® treatment of ‘her to this
giransgsa girl, but decided to walt for a
while: at all events until A futura «
meeting. “When cap I seo you again?*
Ehe asked, “You will dome a service
1 shall remember all my life If you
can  get me the Informatfon about all
this'

“Hure 1 will. Fither meet me any-
where vou llke or come here, say, in
two days' tme. I'll have {t all right,
all right.'*

‘Thank Heaven wa have meot ecried
Olive earnestly. “Put you'll not say
a word about me?"

“That's a cinch, sure;"
ply, with a4 smile. “If they got wisa
Lo It, gueds they'd be mad and Just
want to put the seas between us'

“Then you had bettar know how ta
write to me in case of neéed." sald Ol-
Ive shrewidly, and sha wrote down Mr.
Cagement's dddress and gave it ta Sel-
Tk, 2

The girl took the paper. read it over
two or three times, and then 1t a
match and burnt [t very deliberately.
“Heckon [t's safer," she said, laconi-
‘cally,

With a =mile at her caution, Olive
roge to leave. She was anxious to get
away to think-over all she had learn-
el. Selmay held lier hand and looked
wletfully Into her eyes. “Guess yvou'ra
about the on'y girl I ever thought e
care to kilss she =sald, nervously, and .

was the re-

almaost  sadly, “Buot maybe you don't
cotton Lo euch tricks. Don't, If you
don’t mean it, T know you're white,
I've sized you up.”

“But I e deciared Ollve,” and
kissed her.

e

Selma slghed, “I hope' we shall meet
again; but {t would be just my luck
not to.'* J

Impulsively Ollve kissed her ngaln.
She was decply touched by the weary
hopelesgness of  her manner. “Wa
ahall be friends, Selma, you'll see,” she
aaid,

i just jove 1o hear you say that, but
I"——, and she finished with o deleful
thalkke of tho head dand another deecp
slgh as the tears welled up In her

eyes. MYour polng just makes me Teel
pwiul  Jonesome agaln, yow bet yer.

Don't forget me."

When Olive left the house sha hurrled
off  at s qulek’ pace, and calllng the
first hansom she met drove home; and
on the drive her thoughts were busy
with all the strange news ghe  had
learned from Selma Hammond, And
the girl was to the full as strange as
the story sha had told. Ollva was,
however, fully convinced of her gin-
cerity.

It fg like a specinl interventicn of
Providence,” she sald Lo hersell, Just
when she had: been on the varge of
despalr, this wonderful confirmatlon of
her belipf {n Gllbert Merridesy's rascal-
Aty 'liad. eoms to urge her forward with
'-”3"'!;‘({. led energy.
L Gldeon Mawford!
un:?_'hf,‘[e
rljﬂ:i.'n!hﬁ_
In o moment It was plaln how he and . .
hls mother had been able 1o conpoct
thelr plans againsat her at Sheffield so
rapldly. They had been able to usa
gomae  of tha "bunch," ms Helma had
termed theam, i) % 4

Tt was Indeed a momentous digcov-
pry, and Ollve was bursting it tell
Jack ‘alll'the great news, She Asbated
with Heraslf whether ‘she should not
toll Inspector Robson, ‘when they wera

A Chicago crook
ﬁar of crooks! Bhe Xnew the
‘ot the term well enough, and

digcuasing that oevening the  incldent
In which ha had randered her such
timely help [n tha afternooan,. Tut aha,

decided to tell Jaclk frst; and after-
ward, If necemsary, to run down and

dipduss It with My, Carement.
$he put' one gquestion to ilie ins
ppector. Turning . the econversation

upon 'Chieago and the police methods
thora ' with . eclminrls © she ' sald: L
heard, theiother day ofi fbregular gang
of ‘thigves tharo with, wihlme: Bonpourt
and as man named GldeopyMawtord at
thalp head, DIA you ever-hear’ of them,
Mr. Robson?' ACR0E, ¢
I do notiwishto hear it sald Ol
\ve, vary. firmly, Bha was | penfident

that' Belma had kept her ecret, apd

"




